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Tokyo- Space BD Inc., the leading Japanese space startup providing access to space, announced that 

they will provide the memento item service to Sompo Japan Insurance Inc. (Sompo Japan) and its campaign 

“SOMPO Park x Space Travel.” 

Space BD and Sompo Japan have discussed a new compensation service to expand the International 

Space Station (ISS) users by offering user-friendly options. The “SOMPO Park x Space Travel” campaign 

was born from the discussion between the two companies. While ISS has been mainly used for science-

centered projects, this is the first project focusing on the entertainment uses done by service providers. 

 

The “SOMPO Park x Space Travel” campaign offered a memento item to a person selected by lottery 

from who answers Sompo Japan’s survey about space travel. The awarded person would gain the right to 

bring the favorite photography to the “space travel.”  

(The “SOMPO Park x Space Travel” campaign web page: https://sompo.pk/space2020 *Japanese only） 

 

In this campaign, Space BD will produce the memento item and take it to “space travel.” To achieve this 

“space travel,” Space BD will utilize ExBAS, which is a part of the external platform of ISS Japanese 

experiment module Kibo “i-SEEP.” Exbas is a tower-like platform that is mainly used for the material 

experience in the space environment. To note, Space BD has been awarded by JAXA as the official service 

provider for i-SEEP utilization since 2019. 

The memento item will be made of an aluminum plate engraved with the awarded person’s photography. 

Space BD will install the aluminum plate to ExBAS and realize space travel. 

 

To produce the memento item, Space BD contracted with Core Machinery, a manufacturing company 

that delivers precision mechanical equipment. Core Machinery will engrave the photography to the 

aluminum plate and complete it with the alumite treatment, durable in space. Space BD discusses with 

Core Machinery about this treatment method. 

Space BD has the expertise in the one-stop satellite launch service to the ISS, including scheduling the 

launch opportunity, safety reviews following the environmental test results, and submission for 

administrative procedures. Applying the expertise, Space BD will bring and install the memento item to 

ExBAS, get it back to the earth, and provide it to Sompo Japan. 

 

Space BD focuses on developing the space industry by offering access to space. Collaborating with the 

SOMPO Park × Space Travel campaign, Space BD accelerate the industrialization of space. 

 January 18, 2021 

Space BD to provide Sompo Japan the memento item service by utilizing the ISS Kibo 

external experience platform 

https://sompo.pk/space2020
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Comment from Isao Kawada, Production Division, Aviation & Aerospace Department, at Sompo Japan 

Insurance Inc. 

 

“I am pleased to realize this promotion themed space, which is the first 

initiatives for Sompo Japan. Thanks to Mr. Hiraga and Space BD members, our 

company mascot, Japanda, will wear the space suite and fly to the ISS. As well 

as, we can offer a special space travel experience to the awarded person. 

Sompo Japan will continue working with Space BD to create an environment 

where all businesses embarking on the space business can launch into space 

with reassurance.” 

 

Comment from Genki Hiraga, Marketing at Space BD 

 

“In order to realize the industrialization of space that Space BD aims for, we 

have discussed the initiatives to drive man people to use the ISS which has 

been mainly used for the scientific purpose. I am delighted to work with Mr. 

Kawada and Sompo Japan to bring people who felt the space with the distance. 

Space BD continues to working together with Sompo Japan to develop the 

initiatives to make space accessible.” 

 

 

*** 

◼ Company overview 

C o m p a n y ： Sompo Japan Insurance Inc. 

L o c a t i o n ： Tokyo, Japan 

C E O ： Keiji Nishizawa  

Established ： July, 1887 

B u s i n e s s ： Provision of non-life insurance products and services 

U R L ： https://www.sompo-japan.co.jp/english/ 

 

C o m p a n y ： Core Machinery Inc. 

L o c a t i o n ： Kyoto, Japan 

C E O ： Masaki Okamoto 

Established ： August, 1977 

B u s i n e s s ： Manufacture and assembly of precision machine parts. Alumite treatment 

with acid and alkali . 

U R L ： https://www.coremachinery.co.jp/ 

 

 

https://www.sompo-japan.co.jp/english/
https://www.coremachinery.co.jp/
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◼ About Space BD 

Space BD has expertise in business development to explore new possibilities of space utilization. Since its 

foundation in 2017, Space BD has provided the services to accelerate the industrialization of space by 

raising “to create the industry and company representing Japan in the world.” Space BD offers four core 

businesses -“Launch Service,” providing the satellite launch and the International Space Station utilization 

opportunities; “Space Equipment Import/Export,” supporting to import and export the components and test 

equipment related to satellite development; “Education” applying the astronauts training to the education 

program to grow next leaders in the societies; and “Space Utilization” developing the new businesses 

utilizing space by combinations of SDGs, etc. Space BD offers the optimum solutions to utilize space to 

everyone worldwide as a business development professional with these businesses. 

https://space-bd.com/en/  

 

 

◼ Contact 

Media contact 

Marin Hara 

Administration, Space BD Inc. 

Mail: pr@space-bd.com 

Tel: +81-3-6264-7177 

Memento item service 

Genki Hiraga 

Marketing, Space BD Inc. 

Mail: info@space-bd.com 

Tel: +81-3-6264-7177 
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